
 

CREATING AND DISCUSSING ART 

 

Art making is a very complex process. Understanding how and why humans create Art illustrates an 
understanding of both our world (and how it influences us), and the physical way that art is constructed out of 

media and composition. 

 The following diagram illustrates this process.  

Visual Art exists when there is a relationship between these two things. 

One must rely on and be influenced by the other. 

 

FORM 
 

CONTEXT 

 
 

 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? 

 WHY WAS IT CREATED? 
*NOT ALL of the following CONTEXTS will be explored in every 
artwork that you analyse. Through your research into the 
artwork you will need to select the most appropriate CONTEXT 
to discuss. 

SUBJECT MATTER:  

 The visual or narrative focus of the work. 

 What subject matter did the artist choose to include? e.g.  
- Objects 
- People 
- Living Things 
- Places And Spaces 
- Events 
- Issues And Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICAL*: 

 What were the politics or beliefs of the people at the 
time? 

 Did the artist have any specific political beliefs? 

 Are the artist’s political belief expressed in the artwork. 
 

MEDIA/MATERIALS: 

 What materials and processes did the artist choose to 
use? e.g. 

- oil paint 
- acrylic paint 
- charcoal 
- print making 

CULTURAL*: 

 Where was it made? 

 What country influenced the artist? 

 What Nationality was the artist? 

 Did the artist have religious or cultural beliefs? 

 What symbols or materials reflect the culture? 

 What processes were used to make the artwork? 

GENRE: 

 Refers to a class or category of artistic endeavor having a 
particular form, content, technique, or the like. e.g.  

- Still Life 
- portrait 
- landscape 
- seascape 
-  genre 

SOCIAL*: 

 Is this where gender could fit in? 

 What relationships with others is the artist communicating 
in the work? 

 What views does the artist hold about society? 

 What traditions, values or ideas do you think the artwork 
is questioning? 

STYLE: 

 Means the manner of an artwork, the way it looks which 
can be recognised as characteristic of a person, school or 
culture, .e.g.  

- Geometric  
- Organic 
- Figurative 
- Art Nouveau  
- Art Deco  
- Cubism 

PERSONAL*: 

 Did the artist have any personal reasons why the artwork 
was made, based on his/her life experiences, e.g. love, 
family illness disability tragedy or childhood?  

 What personal experiences of the artist may have 
influenced the work? What can you see that supports 
this? Who is the audience for the artwork? 

 What mood does the artwork express? What features of 
the artwork express that mood? 

COMPOSITION (USE OF FORMAL QUALITIES): 

 How did the artist manipulate the elements (line colour 
shape tone texture) and the principals of design 
(repetition, proportion, harmony, focal point, contrast etc)  

 How have, for example, line, shape, colour, tone, space 
and texture been used in the artwork to 
show/support/reinforce the concept or focus? 

 What ideas do you think are expressed in the artwork by 
the design elements? 

HISTORICAL*: 

 What time was the piece produced? 

 What period of Art does the artwork come from? 

 Where was the artwork produced? The actual physical 
location and the location within the artwork (if 
applicable)? 

SITUATIONAL*: 

 Does the artwork depict a family event, a local or 
worldwide event? 

 
 

How well FORM and CONTEXT can be linked together determines the successfulness of a work. 
How has the aesthetic of the work matched its purpose? 


